
362 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

which it is conjectured, from the absence of metal tools, was worked 
previously to the Roman invasion. It contained chisels formed 
from bones, and stone hammers or pounders, varying in weight 
from one pound to fifty. The specimen now exhibited weighs 
lOtbs. 9oz. It is of a hard bluish stone, nine inches long, and is 
ornamented near the top and round the centre by rings of various 
widths encircling it. In the catalogue of the museum of Thomas 
Bateman, Esq., at Youlgrave, p. 26, a description is given of other 
articles from this old mine, of the discovery of which an account 
was published in the Gentleman's Magazine for December, 1849.

MR. THOMPSON read the fpllowing paper upon the remains of

THE CASTLE OF KIRBY MUXLOE.

LEAVING the, town of Leicester by the Hinckley road, a pedestrian 
will walk about two miles before he will reach the gateway con 
ducting through the demesne of J. B. Winstanley, Esq., to 
Brauustone Hall. A few hundred yards further he will notice, on 
the right hand, a stile and gate. This is the commencement of 
the foot road to Kirby' Muxloe. Passing over the field, the pedes 
trian will find the path continues over the Leicester and Burton 
Railway, and beyond there, over five fields to Braunstone Frith— 
a substantial farmhouse built of brick. Here the footpath deviates 
a little to the left, to clear the house and buildings, and then it 
runs on again behind the house, either along a lane, or over a field 
by the side of the lane.

So far, and for two fields further, there is nothing in the way to 
attract the notice of the lover of pleasing scenery. The view is 
circumscribed by hedges and low meadows. But in the third field 
beyond the lane last mentioned, Kirby Frith comes in sight, and 
glimpses of the house, hidden among trees, are obtained. A 
few paces further, and on the right hand, in the distance, the 
Leicestershire hills are seen between the boughs and trunks of the 
trees; Old John, the hunch of Bardon, Markfield, and the CliflF. 
show themselves; Markfield especially rising sheer up above the 
level horizon somewhat higher than any of its neighbours.

Hereabouts, the footpath turns abruptly to the right, and when 
another field or two have been crossed, the pedestrian sees the red- 
tiled roof of Kirby school-house, recently erected—a conspicuous 
object from its colour and its position. A few minutes' more 
walking brings you to the village.

The Castle is here the object which the pedestrian will of course 
make the exclusive aim of his visit. Applying at the house near 
the ruins he will be obligingly furnished with the key, which will 
give admission to the courtyard within the moated area.
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As the gateway is approached, it does not impress the visitor 
either with its height or its architectural detail. The wall is of red 
brick, with dark bricks introduced in the1 diamond pattern, and the 
various openings have stone dressings. There are no windows 
except on the second floor. The doorway itself has many parts 
worthy of notice. It was guarded by a drawbridge, that was 
raised up in front, and fitted in the square recess above the arch; 
near whose upper angles the apertures still remain, through which 
the chains passed whereby the bridge was raised and lowered. It 
had a portcullis, the grooves yet remaining. Above the arch is a 
square stone border, wherein the arms of Lord Hastings, carved 
on a shield of the same material, were once placed. On either 
hand two loopholes, with slits above them, indicate that an unknown 
visitor, in former times, when he wound his horn before the Castle 
gate, would see the heads of bolts and arrows pointed at him with 
deadly purpose, did he venture near before he was bidden welcome 
and the bridge lowered. The ancient door itself, braced together 
with many transverse planks, still remains, hanging in its original 
staples, three to each fold. Its wicket also remains.

The entrance is flanked by semioctagonal towers. They have 
windows on the first floor cautiously placed on their unexposed 
sides; on the second floor, in the centre side of the tower, over 
looking the approach.

Within the portal is an open space or lobby, at whose end was 
another folding door, each wing of which hung on three strong iron 
staples, still in their places. On the right hand a small door opens 
into what was once the Porter's Lodge. This was lighted from the 
lobby by a window, barred across, and by another looking upon 
the courtyard. In the corner of the lodge, near the door, is one 
of the embrasures which defended the drawbridge. The porter 
had a fireplace, situate opposite the window first named. A door, 
also opposite the one by which he entered, and on the right hand 
of the fireplace, leads into the lower room of one of the flanking 
towers. 'This is dark and lofty, lighted by one narrow window, 
and containing near the ground an embrasure defending the bridge. 
This was probably a day and night room for men-at-arms. A 
short flight of steps connects this place with the closet; there was 
one to each story. On the left hand side of the main entrance, 
in the lobby, the arrangement was nearly the same as that described 
as existing on the right hand; the large room corresponding 
with the Porter's Lodge being, perhaps, the dining room for the 
lower servants and men-at-arms, and the tower serving the same 
use as its companion on the other side. The entrance passage and 
the two rooms on each side are covered in with arched roofs of 
brickwork.

Emerging into the courtyard, the visitor finds there are two 
turrets at the back of the gateway towers. They contain circular
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staircases, on mounting which he is brought to the room extending 
over the Porter's Lodge, the passage, and the servants' dining room. 
This was a large apartment, and may have been the dining hall for 
the head of the household and its upper officers. On the north are 
the two windows seen outside as the pedestrian approaches the 
front of the building: on the south side are traces of four windows, 
each containing three lights. On close inspection these windows 
seem to have had iron crossbars and wooden shutters iusicle : 
whether they were glazed or not is uncertain. At each end of the 
room was a fireplace, and a door conducting to a chamber in each 
flanking tower, above that before noticed as a day and night room 
for men-at-arms. Attached to these tower-chambers was a closet, 
similar to that in the story immediately beneath, and a door now 
opens hence upon the void below.

It is evident that on each side of the flanking towers other 
rooms and offices existed, of which only the flooring and founda 
tions remain. An empty space, from the top to the bottom of the 
building, comes between the entrance gateway, with its turrets, and 
these offices; and these spaces seem to have been intended for 
concealment, as on the western side a 'low doorway is yet in 
existence, which opens into one of these remarkable vacancies. 
They were well and cunningly contrived ; for no one but a person 
acquainted with the Castle would be able to discover their 
existence, for they are surrounded by the walls of rooms, and only 
one window opens into them, and that in a place which would not 
lead to suspicion. In times like those of the fifteenth century, 
when the nobles were ranged in deadly strife under rival banners— 
when feuds were cherished which had been handed down for 
generations,—hidden recesses were not useless in the baron's 
castle, and the proscribed partizan might lie securely in such 
harbours.

Thus far I have alluded only to the central mass of building; but 
the tower, standing apparently by itself to the westward, will well 
repay the most minute and painstaking examination. This structure 
contains three stages or stories, surmounted by a flat roof, with 
embattled parapet. It is now so completely mantled in ivy that 
its external architectural details are in most cases completely 
hidden; but its two lateral turrets stand out to the view notwith 
standing. . One of these, on the eastern face of the tower, contains 
the staircase, on ascending which the former occupants of the 
Castle were landed at the 'doors of the apartments in each story, 
and on the roof itself. It afforded access to each in succession \ 
while the stories were thus isolated from each other.

The approach to the ground floor is from the courtyard, by a 
doorway at the south-eastern corner of the tower. The precaution 
manifested in constructive detail is here observable in the placing 
of the windows; for one is inserted on the north side, near the
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north-western angle, another on the eastern side looking along 
the front of the Castle, and a third on the south side, near .the 
south-western angle; all in such positions as that any missiles 
discharged by an enemy, and entering the apartment, would do so 
at the least possible risk to the inmates. Below each window, also, 
is an embrasure in which a crossbowman or arquebusier could lie 
and take aim at an assailant. In the western wall—the most ex 
posed face of the ground floor—there is no window. The chimney 
and fireplace are on the northern side. Oil the south side is a 
doorway leading into a small room, with closet attached. This 
arrangement exists in connection with each story, and on the 
outside it appears like a turret on the southern face of the tower.

In order to gain the first floor the staircase was ascended, and 
the room was entered on the eastern side. This was evidently an 
apartment intended for comfortable if not luxurious habitation. 
Its north side is blank—no chill and cheerless light from that 
quarter was invited—but a narrow eastern window admitted the 
rays of the early morning sun, a fully sized opening freely wel 
comed its midday beams, and a window, with stone seats on each 
of its splayed sides, near the wide fireplace, permitted the medi 
tative occupant to watch the setting sun as it sank over the meadows 
and below the level horizon of a tranquil landscape.

In the second floor a similar regard to domestic ease and enjoy 
ment is manifest. The fireplace here as on the ground floor is on 
the north side, and near it, on the right hand, is a two-light window 
with stone seats at the sides—an aspect less agreeable than might 
have been supposed would have been chosen; and the only reason 
that can be imagined for it being that it enabled the tenants of the 
chamber to look out upon the visitors, hostile or otherwise, grouped 
in front of the Castle, at a comparatively safe height from the 
ground. A slit on the eastern side gave access to the morning 
light, and in the south side is a window like that lighting the story 
below. The western side is blank. This would seem to have been 
a summer apartment, admitting the sun's heat until it reached the 
meridian, and then excluding it as far as possible for the remainder 
of the day.

On the roof was ample space for armed men, sheltered from the 
arrows and bolts and shot of an enemy by high battlements. The 
turret on the south side was open here, as in the first and second 
stories, to its occupants.

The staircase is still nearly complete up to the second story, 
though not to the roof, and the eye from this spot takes in all the 
interior from the base to the summit, the roof and floorings being 
gone entirely, leaving only the shell of the tower. The space 
within is about eighteen feet square.

A corresponding tower formerly stood on the eastern side of 
the -gateway, of which considerable remains were in existence
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ninety years ago; being then seen fey Throsby, the local historian, 
who, in his Memoirs of the Town and County of Leicester (vol. 
iii. 1777), gives a rude engraving of them, and thus briefly speaks 
of the building: " There stood a lofty tower at each end of the 
ruins, which must have given the whole rather the appearance of 
grandeur. One of them is pretty perfect, but the other is making 
hasty strides towards complete annihilation. I went into several 
rooms upon the ground floor and the upper apartments, which 
appear to have been never finished."

Leaving the front of the ruin and proceeding to the sides and 
back, it will be seen, on minute examination, that the enclosing 
wall exhibits some peculiarities of structure. Unlike the castle 
walls of the Edwardian period, which were of -stone, with round 
towers at intervals, these were of brick, guarded by miniature open 
bastions. In the middle of each side was a square bastion, 
projecting from the curtain into the fosse; at the back, in its 
centre and at its angles, were bastions with faces and flanks, 
resembling on a small scale those of a regular hornwork. The 
foundations of these may be found partially covered with earth 
and vegetation.

It is somewhat remarkable to find such a contour of fortification 
in the case of a castellated dwellinghouse like Kirby Muxloe; for 
it was clearly devised with a view, not merely to defence, but 
offence, and to the employment of firearms. If not, why introduce 
bastions with flanks and faces, affording the means of commanding 
the approaches in every direction, and enfilading the spaces 
between the bastions ? Surely such an outline of construction 
was not necessary if crossbows, and bows and arrows merely, were 
used. As the Castle was built (or at least the license was granted 
to build it) within ten or twelve years before the Battle of 
Bosworth Field was fought, and as artillery was employed in that 
memorable conflict, it would seem possible that the gradual 
introduction of the new engine of warfare was rendering necessary, 
thus early, a change in castellated architecture. Should this prove 
to have been the case, Kirby Muxloe Castle will possess one more 
claim on the interest of archaeologistSj in addition to those which 
it is already entitled to as the only example of its kind now 
standing in this county. Ranking in date with Hurstmonceaux 
Castle and a few others, it seems to have escaped the notice of 
writers on architecture; but its use in illustrating the progress of 
society from the days of feudal rudeness, when the castle was 
built in massive strength, as if always ready to receive a hostile 
attack, to the times when the baron's dwelling needed only such 
arrangements as fitted it for defence against the assaults of mere 
marauders—the provision against general lawlessness in the 
former case, and local lawlessness in the latter, being thus signi 
ficantly indicated—the use, I say, of the building now partially
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standing near to our town, and in our county, is to serve as a 
speaking memorial of social progress, and an eloquent and 
expressive contrast to our now orderly and peaceful age, in which 
the city needs no walls.and the country mansion neither fosse nor 
drawbridge; and therefore is the ivy-mantled ruin, with its 
desolate chambers and its silent courtyard—though no _ longer 
resonant with the din of armed men or the merry mirth of the 
hawking party—worthy the tutelary protection of its owners and 
the watchful regards of this society.

December 26th, 1859. 

THE REV. ROBERT BURNABY in the chair.

A communication from the Secretary of the Lincolnshire 
Architectural Society respecting the present state of Croyland 
Abbey, together with Mr. G. G. Scott's report was read.

MR. G. C. BELLAIRS exhibited a large coloured drawing of a 
figure in painted glass, in the east window of the north chapel in 
Stockerston church. Nichols gives an account of the painted 
glass in this church, as described by Mr. Smith in 1747, much of 
which had disappeared when he published his history of Gartree 
Hundred in 1798. Nichols 'concludes by saying, "from this 
inadequate description of the fragments which still exist, and from 
the specimen of them given by Mr. Basire in plate cxxiii., some 
i'dea may be formed of the excellence of the whole when perfect; 
and we have only to lament that from the obscurity of their 
situation in a remote village, they have been so ill preserved" 
(page 822). In 1851, it was stated that "during the incumbency 
of the late rector, who resided at another living some distance from 
Stockerston, much of the stained glass was taken away or broken 
by glaziers who came from time to time to mend the windows; 
and as there was no person on the spot to prevent it, much mischief 
was done to the stained glass, and in fact to the whole church." 
The figure exhibited by Mr. Bellairs was S. Clement, with tiara on 
his head and a crozier in his right hand, from the wrist of which 
is suspended a large anchor. He is habited in a chasuble and 
other sacerdotal vestments. In Ttte Calendar of the Anglican 
Church Illustrated, the following account of him is given:— 
"November 23. S. Cleinent I., third Bishop of Rome, A.D. 100. 
He is generally believed to have been a Jew by birth, and was 
certainly the companion and fellow-labourer of S. Paul, being 
mentioned by him in his Epistle to the Fhilippians, ch. iv., v. 3,




